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Inside this issue:  

Homecoming: Many Stayed Home  
Homecoming is the last home football 

game of the year, but in northern 

Michigan, that presents a problem: 

weather. Sadly, Mother Nature did not 

cooperate with Homecoming plans for 

2009.  

For two years, Moran Iron has provided 

a truck for Onaway Alumni to ride on 

during the Homecoming parade, pro-

viding fun for riders and parade-

watchers alike. This year, however, the 

weather was cold, windy, and rainy, 

and on Friday morning, we decided to 

cancel the truck. As popular rider Pete 

Szala said, ñIôm disappointed, but itôs 

better to be safe than sorry.ò  

A planned addition to this yearôs fes-

tivities was the Most Outrageous Fan 

Contest. By offering prizes, OASAA 

encouraged fans to come to the game 

dressed in their most outrageous Cardi-

nal support getup. Again, weather put a 

damper on the idea. At pre-game, the 

time allotted for contest judging by  

the crowd, the stands held only the 

bravest Cardinal fans, since rain poured 

on their heads and it was bitterly cold. 

Sara LaLonde and Peg Herring man-

aged to find three entrants who were 

ñdecorated,ò and the crowdôs cheers 

determined first, second, and third 

places: first place ($20.00), Sandy 

Collins; second place (a Cardinal blan-

ket), Katelyn Larson; and third (a Car-

dinal license plate donated by Onaway 

Embroidery), Alley DeRosia (see pic-

ture). We applaud these three brave 

women and hope for nicer weather for 

next yearôs Most Outrageous Fans.   

In case you missed the rest of the 

Homecoming news, the Cards lost to 

Central Lake, further dampening 

Homecomingôs glow. Homecoming 

Queen was Ally Jo Nave, daughter of 

OHS graduates Matt Nave and Lori 

Mix. King for 2009 was Newt Chap-

man, son of Mark Chapman.  

In Memoriam  

Onaway was saddened at the passing of 

Don Holmes, long-time teacher and 

principal at our high school. Although 

he was not an alumnus of Onaway, he 

cared deeply for the school and left a 

generous gift to the alumni association 

to help us in our mission to serve and 

support our school. We are grateful to 

Don, and Onaway will miss him.   

 

Sad as well was the death of Jim 

Badgero, who made things run at the 

school for many years as head custo-

dian. Jim was a grad of OHS and a 

familiar figure in many aspects of life 

in Onaway and he will be sorely 

missed 
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students on the way, doing janitorial tasks, and deal-

ing with whatever arose in a day, from medical emer-

gencies to family feuds. Most schools were kinder-

garten through eighth grade, so a teacher dealt with 

adolescents in emotional trauma, third-grade brats, 

and little ones who settled down after lunch under a 

table or in a corner for a nap.  

In 1962, after teaching at the Hackett Lake School for 

several years, Janice moved to the main school in 

Onaway. For many years she taught 5th and 6th 

grades, usually concentrating on language arts. She is 

remembered for the wonderful experiences she cre-

ated for her students, including annual plays which 

were video recorded and song time, when she took 

out her guitar and ended the hour with music. For her 

last few years at Onaway Janice moved to a self-

contained classroom where she could spend all day 

with one group of fourth-graders. In retirement, she 

still kept busy, taking up oil painting, crocheting, and 

travel. In 1998, Janice died, but many still remember 

her tireless pursuit of something better: for herself, 

her community, and most of all, for her students.  

Teacher Spotlight  
Weôd like to spotlight teachers in future newsletters, 

and weôre starting with one your president and news-

letter editor knew very well. If youôd like to write an 

article about a teacher for a future newsletter, please 

do, and send it to OASAA Newsletter/PO 

Box636/Onaway, MI 49765   

Janice Pillsbury McAtee was born in 1927 and 

moved to Onaway when she was in elementary 

school. After graduating, marrying, and having two 

children, she found she wanted to teach, so she en-

rolled in County Normal in 1955. The teacher was 

Mildred Miller, a demanding but highly qualified 

guide for future teachers. Janice finished her degree a 

few courses at a time, all the while directing choir at 

her church, raising four children, and helping out on 

the family farm.  

In those days, teachers were in great demand in this 

area, and Janice began substitute teaching early on. 

She drove to schools all over the area in all kinds of 

weather and into all kinds of situations. The job often 

included building a fire to heat the school, picking up 
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Call For Articles  
Did you attend Tower school? Waverly? Hackett 

Lake? Weôd like to do a series of articles on the satel-

lite schools in the Onaway district. If youôd like to 

write an article (or just send us the information and 

weôll put it into article form), please think about the 

following questions or add your own insights.                   

   -Name and location of the school and the decade    

you attended                                                                                                                                                          

    -Teachers/administrators you remember                  

-Description of the building inside and out                

-Places kids congregated                                                         

-Notable events (Christmas program, end-of-year   

picnic, etc.)                                                             

-Students                                                               

-Daily schedule (include interesting classes,                                                                                                                 

chores, etc. like making the fire)                                 

-Overall impressions  

80th Birthday  

OASAA members are invited to celebrate our founderôs 

80th birthday on November 22nd. Laura Reid will be 

treated to a party at the Northland from 2:00 to 8:00 p.m.   

(It was supposed to be a surprise, 

but you canôt fool Laura!) Stop in 

and wish her a happy birthday! 

Scholarship  
Applications will be available in January for high 

school seniors interested in the OASAA scholarship. 

Any senior may apply; criteria are leadership,  

character, and service to school and/or community. 

Results will be announced in the spring at Awards 

Night.  
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Pictures below spark a two-part challenge. First, can 

you name the decade (ó60s through 2000) for each of 

the five pictures? And if youôre REALLY up to the 

challenge, name the people in each pic! 

     Kidsõ Day 

Challenge  

 Homecoming   Homecoming  

Homecoming  

 Homecoming  

Alum of the Year  
As you know by now, weôre looking for nominations 

for Alum of the Year 2010. Three names have been 

submitted thus far. In order to nominate a person, we 

need the name, contact information, and specific rea-

sons why he/she should be considered. Ask yourself  

what it is about this person that raises him/her above 

all the other nice people who have attended Onaway 

schools. Remember that we may not know these 

people well, so try to be specific. Send nominations 

to OASAA Secretary/PO Box 636/Onaway, MI 

49765.  


