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We started this alumni asso-

ciation in the summer of ô06, 
and a few brave souls paid 
their ten dollars right away.  

Weõve grown to about 250 
members in the past year and 
a half, but the board decided to 

put off asking for renewal dues 
until the beginning of a year.  

Itõs now that time: 2008 dues 
cover entry into the Fourth of 
July celebration tent, newslet-

ters three times each year,  
voting rights at the annual 

meeting, and basic participa-

tion in any other OASAA 
events held over the course of 

a year.  

 

Please send your check 

($10.00 for each member) to:  

Peg Herring  

20444 638 Hwy  

Onaway, MI 49765  

by March 1 st so that we can 

update our membership list for 

the April mailing.  

The OASAA board is looking for nomina-

tions for Alum of the Year for 2008. Those 
nominated should be highly respected in 
their field and represent the best that Ona-

way offers the nation and the world.  
Please submit nominations on your dues 
return form, citing the personõs name, cur-

rent address/phone/or email (so he/she 
can be contacted for availability and fur-

ther information) and a brief explanation of 

your reason for nominating the person. On 
March 17th, the board will consider the 
nominations and choose the first Onaway 

alum to be honored in this way. The person 
selected each year will be featured at the 
tent on the Fourth of July and through the 

coming year with a plaque at the Onaway 

School.  
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Inside this issue:  

Success Stories  
Local newspapers are looking 

for òsuccess storiesó about area 
graduates.  If you know some-
one who attended Onaway 

School that you feel has made 
a positive impact on the world, 
submit that personõs name and 

contact information to:                     

 Les Nixon     

  6474 M33  

 Onaway, MI 49765  

Les has taken on the job of 

compiling the names for the 
news stories. Be sure to give 
him an idea of why this person 

is a success in your opinion.  

òTo catch the reader's 

attention, place an 

interesting sentence or 

quote from the story 

here.ó 

Time to pay your 
dues and nominate 
the first òAlum of 
the Year for 2008!  



seating, and the board concocted decorations 
and pennants to identify each personõs year of 
graduation. We had sixteen participants on the 
truck, and dozens of folks said they want to be 
part of it next year. It wonõt be limited to former 
athletes; any member whoõd like to be in the 
parade will be welcome to ride in the 2008 
Homecomingõs Cardinal Caravan! 

Homecoming 2007  

Laura Reid had another crazy idea that turned 
out to be a winner. Just before 2007õs Home-
coming celebration in October, she asked if we 
couldnõt get a carload of former cheerleaders 
and football players to ride in the parade along 
with the current ones. Well, the idea grew and 
grew, and a car wasnõt big enough, nor was a 
pickup truck. Tom Moran loaned a HUGE flat-
bed, Jack Rogers supplied hay -bales for soft 
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fine) and tell us what you 
will bring.  Plans for 2008 
are to open the tent earlier 
on the Fourth, probably 
10:00 a.m., but have dis-
plays in place for only that 
one day.  

Speaking of the tent...  

Many who visited the tent on the Fourth last 
year promised to supply memorabilia for next 
yearõs event.  In 2008 we plan to concentrate on 
òMemory Laneó type displays, since looking at 
old photographs and catching up with old 
friends were the two most popular activities for 
members.  If you have items to share, please 
write us a note (again, on your dues form is  

 

Pictured on the Alumni Truck: Jon Cox, Fred 
Elowsky, Leonard LaFave, Tom Gilbert, Jim 
Badgero, Dick McDonald, Jet Cope, Mike 
OõMeara, Art Freel, Karl Pregitzer, Holli Bisch-
off, Joann Badgero, Esther Hall, Ruth Szymo-
niak, Onaway School Superintendent, Bob 

Szymoniak . 

Tell Your News  

The OASAA board would like to tell your news 
to the membership. If you have a big event to 
report, email us through the website or mail a 
letter to Peg at the address above and weõll in-
clude it in a future newsletter. Keep your entry 
to about 50 words, please. An example (in the 
next paragraph) highlights our own board presi-
dent!  

 

Peg Herringõs historical 
romance, Macbethõs 
Niece, will be released 
this month from Five 
Star Publishing. No book 
reports will be assigned, 
but the novel is available in book stores or 
you might ask for it at your local library.  

òTo catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story here.ó 

òMacBethõs Niece, 
will be released 
this month from 
Five Star Publish-
ingó. 



Spotlight: Class of 1937  

We were an amazed and bewildered bunch of 
kids as we first entered the doors of Onaway 
High School.  These were Depressions Days, 
and what a challenge to be part of this BIG 
school. We were relegated to the very front seats 
of the monstrous study hall, and we knew at 
once that we were òpeonsó to all the upperclass-
men who sat behind us. They never let us forget 
it, either. We finally discovered where our class-
rooms were, got seats assigned, met our teach-
ers, and started to settle in.  

  

Getting acquainted took a bit of time, but we 

finally made it. Four great years passed eventu-
ally and we were finally seniors. I donõt know 
just how many of us started, but the count at 
graduation was less than 40.  Now the anticipa-
tion of a Senior Trip loomed. No trip to Florida 
or other faraway places. Lansing, Michigan was 
the destination, and for a lot of us that hardly 
left Presque Isle County, this was a great -
sounding place to visit.  

  

The fact that this was still the Depression era 
made it impossible for many of the class to go. 
Just getting transportation for about 20 per-
sons was difficult. Our class sponsor and an 
older sister of one of the class drove. So many 
grand sights as we traveled!  Housing was ar-
ranged in college dorms, and a few short days 
found us back at Onaway, with parents waiting 

to pick up the travelers and hear of the wonder-
ful trip.  

 

It was a long time before we all met again, pos-
sibly as long as 38 years, when we met at the 
United Methodist Church for a reunion. This 
time approximately fifty were present, counting 
spouses. A grand time with good food!  Recently 
a combined reunion with some other classes 
was held at the Onaway State Park Pavilion.  As 
numbers dwindle, this may have been the last 
meeting of the Class of 1937. A grand class ! 

    By Cliff Roberts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Trip, 1937  

How Well Do You Knowé? 
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Varsity Boysõ Basketball. Back-Jim Price, Chad Box, 
Tom Palmu, Ed St. Clair, Dan Porter, Ryan Swett, 
Coach Brian Zdanowski. Front: Eli Coulston, Nate 
Diemond, Matt Jarvis, Marty Mix, John George, Jon 

DeRosia, Chris Burg  

Prom Buddies. Mandy Schaedig, Jackie 
Brewbaker, Heather Nolde, Christa Coulston, 
Amy McLennan, Amanda Bliemeister, Shan-

non Mason  

Front: Dorothy Precour, Mildred Burgess, Doris Ostrander 
and her sister who drove, (unidentified class member), 
Ruth Chapman, Christine Neilson, James Snody, Floyd 
Kapalla, Harry Kapalla. Back: Ethel Hayner, Alice McMur-
phy, Leone Bonner, Margaret Browning, Vivian Comfort. 

(Picture by Cliff Roberts)  

The Class of 1997  

The Class of 2002  


