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He responded to the call and 

spent two years in Ghana, West 
Africa. When he returned home, 

John decided that economics is 
the key to helping people, so he 

got his PhD in economics from 
West Virginia University. Later 

he joined the faculty there, 
where he still serves today as 

professor, activist, and mentor 
to those looking to make life 

better for everyone. In 2008 he 
was honored with the Martin 

Luther King òLiving the Dreamó 
Award. There will be in -depth 

articles in the Onaway Outlook 
in June, so watch for them. 

Please stop by the Alum Tent 
during the Fourth celebration to 

meet or reacquaint yourself with 
John David. We know youõll be 

impressed!  

     This yearõs Alum of the Year is 

John David, from the class of 
1961. John has accomplished 

many interesting and worthwhile 
things so far in life, and thereõs no 

sign that heõs slowing down any 
time soon. John came to Onaway 

as a youngster in the 1950s. In a 
recent phone interview he recalled 

with fondness many Onaway 
teachers and other citizens, men-

tioning òDocó Finch and wife Mary, 
Mike and Ila Merritt, Don Baker, 

and òScoopó Stutesman.  
     John left Onaway for the Uni-

versity of Michigan, where he re-
ceived his bachelorõs degree. There 

he heard John F. Kennedy propose 
a òPeace Corps,ó an organization 

that would send American volun-
teers oversees to help people and 

show Americaõs caring spirit. 

4th of July Tent  

      This year the Alum Tent will 

again be open to everyone on the 
Fourth of July from 10:00 am to 

2:00 pm. Inside you will find old 
friends and lots of pictures and 

other memorabilia to look 
through. If youõd like to make or 

bring in a display of your class, 
your years of high school, or any 

topic of interest to alumni, please 
do. We only ask that you are re-

sponsible for your own items,  

setting them up and taking them 

away promptly at 1:00 pm so the 
tent can be taken down. Last 

year several generous/energetic 
people added a great deal to the 

enjoyment of the crowd with pic-
tures, yearbooks, and such, and 

weõre hoping to have even more 
for 2009. If youõd like to be a 

òtent greeter,ó and spend an 
hour with us, please let a board 

member know before June 15th.  

John David  

Alum of the Year 
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Email to our website (www.oasaa.org) or mail 

to Peg Herring/20444 638 Hwy/Onaway, MI 

49765 .  

Future Articles  
  If youõd like to submit an article on 

your graduating class, weõd love to see it. We 
appreciate pictures (which are returned) and 

article s from 300 -600 words in length.  
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Annual Meeting  
 The OASAA annual meeting will be held 

on August 10, 2009, at 6:30 at the Moran 
Iron Works office. All members are invited to 

attend. Board members will be elected and 
offices assigned. If you cannot attend, you 

may mail the ballot included in this newslet-
ter to let your wishes be known to Sandra 

Everingham, (OASAA Secretary) 6455 Haz 
Drive, Afton, MI 49705. Ballots must be re-

ceived by August 10, 2009, to be counted.  

 Note: We are willing to add to the 

OASAA board in order to get a wider repre-
sentation of Onawayõs former students. If 

youõd like to serve or know someone who 
might, please come to the meeting and let us 

know. Meetings are once a month, ten times a 
year, and it is stipulated that board members 

live within driving distance so attendance is 

as regular as possible.  

Website Updates  
 Our òweb guy,ó Patrick Kondratko, has 
updated the www.OASAA.org site so that there 
is a member list that is searchable by last 
name. If you donõt know for certain when Susan 
Smith graduated (and yes, we had at least one  

of those) you can easily find out. Newsletters 

are also archived there so you donõt have to 
wonder where you put the one with the article 

you wanted to read again later.  

Members up for re -election in 2009 are listed 

below. Please check their names to vote for 
them. Board members will be elected  to 

three -year terms by a majority of votes cast,                  

either in person at the meeting or by mail.  

_____Peg Herring             _____Carl Anderson  

                 _____Laura Reid  

Ballot  

From time to time members and other alumni 

make suggestions for helping the school 
through this organization. Since this is part 

of OASAAõs mission statement, weõre inter-
ested in hearing everyoneõs thoughts. Lennart 

Bilstrom, Onawayõs first exchange student, 
proposed a scholarship funded by former ex-

change students, and he is working to organ - 

ize that. Another grad suggested that former 

students be asked to contribute to help the 
school cope with some of the serious budget 

issues arising from dwindling student num-
bers and lessening state revenue. We will dis-

cuss these ideas at the annual meeting on 
August 10, 2009, and weõd like to hear the 

input of all those interested.  

Suggestions  

Reunions  
Classes having reunions this year: If you let 

OASAA know, weõll publicize your event in 

several places, like our website, the Alum  

Tent, and anywhere else we post information. 

Please be specific as to time, place, cost and 

who is invited/allowed to attend.  
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     When I was asked to write about the 

Class of 1947 for the Onaway Alumni Asso-
ciation Newsletter, I wondered, what could I 

say? A great class, good friends, a lot of 

memories.  

     Most schools have a favorite place the 

kids hang out. In Onaway in the ô40s it was 
the Midway. You could buy a Coke, burger, 

or shake there, and it also had a place in the 
back to dance. Fred Warner ran it, and after 

school a lot of kids went there to socialize. I 
remember the great songs on the jukebox. 

One of my favorites was òSherryó by Harry 
Jamesõ band. Glenn Miller and Duke Elling-

ton were some other great bands on the re-

cords then.  

     Ednaõs was a favorite hangout for the 
country kids at noon. The boys from Afton 

loved to tease Edna (Lound), and she loved to 
whack them with her broom. I can hear 

Edna now as if it were yesterday, bologna, 
and cheese cut from a big round. She then 

wrapped and tied everything with string from 
a large roll hanging above the counter. On 

one occasion an Afton boy grabbed the string 

and ran out the door. He got almost up to   

Spotlight Class: 1947  
the (old) school before Edna nailed him with 

the broom. He must have pulled the string a 

block by then.  

     Of course who could forget our famous 

class trip to Sault Ste. Marie? Mr. Merritt, 
our principal, and Helen Wouri, our class 

sponsor, chaperoned the trip. The hotel 
where we stayed was happy to see us leave 

and did not invite us back.  

     Surprisingly, a lot of kids form the Class 

of õ47 remained in Onaway after graduation. 
Others went into the service or went to work 

in the auto plants in southern Michigan. In 
August of õ47 I went in the Navy with Bob 

Kenrick, William Morgan, and Andy Pauly, a 
3-year hitch. Later I was recalled during the 

Korean War. I then went to college on the 
G.I. Bill and taught school in Onaway, retir-

ing in 1984.  

     I think a lot about the many friends I had 

from school who have passed on. I have in-
cluded with this article some pictures and 

tried to identify as many people as possible.  
 

Karan Pregizer, OHS Band Director/Speech 

teacher (retired)  



Board Members:  
President   Peg Herring  
V.P.      Laura Reid  
Secretary   Sandra Everingham  
Treasurer  Susan Nelson  
Trustees    Tom Moran  
      Debbie Nash  
                  Marty Mix  
                  Sara LaLonde  
      Carl Anderson 
   

OASAA Information  

Contacts:  

Mail: OASAA  

c/o Peg Herring  

20444 Hwy 638  

Onaway, MI  49765  

Weõ
re on the 

web: 

www.oasaa.org  

òWorking together to     

celebrate and support our 

schools.ó 
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More Pictures of the Class of 1947  

Name (s):________________________________________________________________ 

Address (if different from last year)______________________________________________________________________ 

Any other changes we need to know about? (New name, phone#, email, etc.)_______________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Enclose check or money order for $10.00 (per person) made out to OASAA (Onaway Area Schools Alumni Associa-

tion).  

Mail to:  Sue Nelson/7546 Black River Avenue/Onaway, MI  49765  

Membership Form  

First graders (top) Ray Preston, Bob Avery, (middle)      

Daniel Smith, Dolly Pinkham, Lois Badgero, Sonny         

Mason, (bottom) Lois Barriger, Karan Pregitzer  

Dick Gray on    

Mackinac Island  

Article from the Onaway paper, 1947: òMonday night, March 31, the Senior Class of OHS 

put on the annual senior play, a comedy in three acts entitled òDonõt Darken My Door.ó The 
play was very well attended despite the condition of the roads, and everyone there enjoyed it 
very much. The play cast knew their parts well and the following students were in the cast. 
Jack Comfort, Roxie Bills, Karan Pregitzer, Georgia Green, Harvey Slade, Marilyn Berry, 

Mona Tubbs, and Lois Badgero. Miss Wouri, the senior class sponsor, was the director.  

If you didnõt get a membership card with this newsletter, your 2009-2010 dues have not 

been paid.  

Glen Buck, 

Dave Kowalski, 
Jack Daly, Bob 
Kenrick, and 

Jack Larson  

Joan Edison, 

Karan Pregitzer, 
Anna Marie    

òSisó Ellenberger  


