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Inside this issue: 

more scholarships, or additional types 

of scholarships. If you have ideas on 

the subject or if you, too, would like 

to help an Onaway student succeed 

by making a contribution, contact 

OASAA either by mail or through the 

website, www.OASAA.org. 

     OASAA was pleased to award its 

first scholarship to Evan Moreau, son of 

Michael and Marisue Moreau and a 2009 

graduate of OHS. Chosen from several 

excellent candidates, this young man 

graduated with a 3.975 GPA and plans to 

attend North Central Michigan College 

in the fall. Active in school and commu-

nity affairs, Evan represents the best that 

Onaway schools send out into the world, 

and we wish him great success in his en-

deavors. 

      Two recent gifts have enriched our 

scholarship fund. First ever exchange 

student Lennart Billstrom made a gener-

ous donation, and Alum of the Year John 

David matched it. This means OASAA 

can consider larger scholarships,  

Annual Meeting Report 

      The 2009 Annual Meeting was held 

at the Onaway Schoolôs media center 

on August 10 at 6:30 p.m. Present were 

7 board members: Peg Herring, Sandi 

Everingham, Sue Nelson, Debbie Nash, 

Carl Anderson, Sara LaLonde, and 

Laura Reid. One change made was to 

split the secretaryôs job. Sara LaLonde 

is now the recording secretary, while 

Sandi Everingham is membership 

chair.  OASAA has arranged for a post 

office box, so contact can be made at  

the following address: OASAA/PO 

Box 636/Onaway, MI 49765.  Please 

add ñATTN:ò and specify which offi-

cer youôd like to contact. General cor-

respondence should say ñATTN:  Sec-

retary,ò dues and membership updates 

ñATTN: Membership,ò etc. In other 

business, the board discussed plans for 

2009ôs Homecoming, which will be 

solidified at Septemberôs meeting and 

publicized in the OUTLOOK. 

http://www.OASAA.org
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principal); Steve Paulus, ô73; Vickie (Dunn) Lambert, 

ô74; Diane Holmes, ô74; Renee (Pregitzer) Wyatt, 

ô78. 1980s: Marla (Bruin) Koepke ô81; Michele 

(Decker) Enos, ô86; Scott Auger, ô88; Ursula (Kleber) 

Auger, ô89. 1990s: Travis Robbins, ô91; Chris Rob-

bins, ô92. Two who didnôt give dates: Dolly 

(Pincomb) Paulus & Craig Smith. 

        John David, Alum of the Year for 2009, spent 

some time at the Tent, which made everything that 

much better. John and his wife Jan rode in the parade, 

which shows theyôre real troupers. Spending several 

hours in a hot car is likely to make a person grumpy, 

but they took it well. After the parade, John remi-

nisced with old friends and made new ones as visitors 

poured in to shake his hand. John spends his time                                                                                      

trying to make the world a better place, from his 

years as a student at Onaway to his work in the Peace 

Corps to his current contributions as a college profes-

sor and activist for human bet-

terment in West Virginia. It was 

a real pleasure to have him 

ñhomeò for a week, and every-

one who met (or re-met) John 

expressed appreciation for his 

humility, his contributions, and 

his fascinating mind. The man 

is always thinking! Congratula-

tions to John, and thanks to his 

family for sharing him with us! 

Fourth of July Alum Tent 
     2009ôs Alum Tent was a big success, but it was 

easy! We just provided a place for people to meet, 

thanks to Tom Moran, and lots of pictures, year-

books, and other memorabilia, thanks mostly to our 

archivist, Laura Reid. From 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 

p.m. the tent was busy with those who came to find 

old friends.  Weôve included pictures and the names 

of a few visitors who stopped reminiscing long 

enough to sign in:                                                   

1930s: Lyle Prichard, ô36. 1940s: Jack Comfort, ô47; 

Jean McClary Cole, ô48; Doug Prichard, ô49; Barb 

Harman Robbins, ô49. 1950s: Rhoda (Chowen) Ross, 

ô50; Arlene (Smith) Smith, 1951; Fred  Smith, ô52; 

Donna Dunn, ô52; Glenda( Preston) Turcott , 1954; 

Dick McDonald, ô54; Louella (Wellesley) Ellenber-

ger, ô54; Stu Lyon, ô54; Bill Hyde, ô54; Victor Fle-

welling, ô54; Ben Gray, ô55; Shirley (Tucker) 

McDonald, ô56; Gail (Rieger) Gray, ô57; Terry 

(Freel) Crooks, ô58.  1960s: Phyllis Flewelling, ô60; 

Rosetta (Schweisow) Kleber, ô60; James Bobier, ó61; 

John David, ô61; Dick Chowen, ô62; Harlan Ver-

milya, ô62; Sharon (Hitchcock) Vermilya, ô62; Mor-

rie Shimel ô62; Bob Lyon, ô63; Paul Gay, ô63; Jack 

Adair, ô63; Jeannie (Tennant) McCreery, ô64 Mary 

(Aubrey) Eldridge, ô64; Mike McCreery, ô65; Janette 

(Lutze) Riley, ô67; Terrie (Cole) Olsen, ô67; Paula 

Bobier, ô68; Howard Nash, ô69; Janel (Horrocks) 

Bodhmer ô69; Sue Lyon, ô69; Linda Pregitzer ô69. 

1970s: Lester Kooman, ô71; Sheila Brewaker, ô71; 

Jim Holmes, ô72; (brought dad Don Holmes, former  
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Alum of the Year Nominations 
      Now that weôve celebrated two Onaway Alums, 

Lyle Everingham in 2008 and John David in 2009, itôs 

time to begin thinking of deserving candidates for 

2010. The guidelines for Alum of the Year are simple: 

We look for someone who represents the best that 

Onaway Area Schools offers to the world, no matter 

what form their contributions take. In order to fairly 

judge, the board needs as much information on each 

candidate as possible. We will include a short biogra-

phy of each candidate in the newsletter early next year 

so members have enough information to vote for their 

choice. Please think carefully about who represents 

our finest and drop us a line giving these details: 

*Name:                                                                 

*Year of graduation/or attendance:                   

*Contact information (as much as possible but at 

least a mailing address):                                           

*Specific contributions, awards, achievements: 

(Hint: Saying ñHe/She is successful in businessò 

doesnôt help as much as ñHe/She was recognized by 

peers in 2004 for leadership.ò)                      

*Specific character traits the person has shown that 

demonstrate excellence: (Hint: Tell us how he/she 

rises above the crowds of nice people who come 

from Onaway!)  
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 As second grade students, many of us entered 

the ñnewò Onaway Area School building, tagging along 

with old friends and making all kinds of new ones in 

the process. Through the years, we picked up more stu-

dents; first the Tower area students joined us in fifth 

grade, then as we outgrew elementary we took over the 

junior high and Millersburg students were added to the 

mix.  Mr. Hall was our principal, and in the fall of 1968 

we listened as history was made (this was the really big 

one): The Tigers win the Series! The Tigers win the 

Series!  We broke in a few new teachers over those 

next couple of years, some that our own children would 

one day have in school (Mr. Abshagen, Mr. and Mrs. 

Nixon, and Mr. Magee). We terrorized a few as well!                                                                 

 In September, 1970, we entered high school as 

a typical freshman class. We lost everything from tour-

naments to floats. Miss Miller soon whipped us into 

shape! In our sophomore year, we improved enough to 

win first place with our homecoming float, which may 

have been partly due to our new sponsor, Mr. Schaar.  

He took us on when we couldnôt get anyone else, ex-

pressing extreme confidence in our abilities. We were 

soon into drivers training, and the roadways would 

never be safe again! Our class continued to bond and 

grow, and as juniors we received our class rings. Our 

play, ñA-Feuding Over Yonderò was a smashing suc-

cess with Mr. Magee as director, producer, set man-

ager, and associate producer. We decided on a class 

motto, ñNothing Like Us Ever Was,ò and had buttons 

printed to declare that fact to one and all.                                                                

 Finally, seniors at last!  Our football team left 

everyone in the dust (rated 8th in the state and un-  

Spotlight Class: 1974 
defeated conference champions)! With nine games, the 

Cardinals allowed only 35 points to be scored against 

them. Unfortunately, there were no state play-offs that 

year, which left everyone wondering what might have 

been.  Coach Shrolec was named Michigan Class ñCò 

coach of the year, and Onaway was on the map and 

getting noticed. His jubilant mood may have helped 

some of the seniors through government, but they still 

had to get through the senior econ course!                                                                    

 Our float took first place; we all worked on it 

except for Thursday nights, poker night for a certain 

class sponsor. To make the much-needed money for 

our class trip, we brought in the Detroit Lions to play 

basketball against the faculty (the faculty lost!) and of 

course, we had our ñBlack Marketò candy sale, held in 

the class sponsorôs room, where else?  Everything was 

$ .15 and could even be purchased during class.                                                                                                                                   

 Perhaps the most unique occurrence of the year 

was our sticking together to get our much deserved 

ñskipò  day; we fought hard for that one. On May 3rd, 

we got our skip day. Of course it rained! The time was 

winding down, Junior-Senior Banquet, Prom, Class 

Night and in the very early hours of Monday morning, 

June 3rd, a large group of OHS seniors left for San-

dusky, Ohio, to Cedar Point and one last hoorah as a 

class.  We returned late Tuesday night, bleary eyed and 

exhausted, but ready to take on the world. On Wednes-

day evening, June 5th, 110 members of the Class of 

1974 crossed the stage to receive their diplomas.  It was 

the largest class to graduate from Onaway Area 

Schools, but then again, ñNothing Like Us Ever Wasò! 



Board Members: 
President      Peg Herring 
V.P.              Laura Reid 
Secretary      Sara LaLonde  
Treasurer     Susan Nelson 
Membership  
Chair           Sandi Everingham 
Trustees       Tom Moran 
         Debbie Nash 
                    Marty Mix 
            Carl Anderson  

OASAA Information 

Contacts: 

Mail: OASAA  

c/o Peg Herring 

20444 Hwy 638 

Onaway, MI  49765 

Weõ
re on the 

web: 

www.oasaa.org  

òWorking together to     

celebrate and support our 

schools.ó 
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Reunion Reports 

From the files of one of our oldest members, Cliff Roberts,  here are some ñoldies,ò  the 1933 Onaway Band and the 1931 football 

team.  Sadly, Cliff passed away recently.  He will be missed. 

1954 - On Friday, July 3, 2009, the Onaway High School graduating class of 

1954 had their 55-year class reunion at South Allis Township Hall. We all 

met about five oôclock for a friendly get-together. A very good dinner, ca-

tered by Manzanaôs, was served at six oôclock. There were fifty-eight class-

mates and spouses present. On a sad note, fourteen classmates have passed 

away. A good time was had by all, and we will meet again in 2012. 

(Submitted by Glenda Preston Turcott) 

1989 - 20 years can go by pretty fast when you're having fun, which is why 

the Class of 89 had to celebrate on July 3rd at Stoney Creek with a night to 

remember. If you graduated from Onaway, you know that class reunions are 

for seeing fellow classmates, their parents, former teachers, current teachers, 

your neighbor, your sister/brotherôs best friend, and the list goes on.  Our 

class celebrated once again with so many that I couldn't possibly name all 

those out that night. Friends traveled from Texas, New Jersey, Colorado, 

Florida, West Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana, and Michigan, with about 32 at-

tending this yearôs reunion.  We reminisced about the past, talked about the 

future, and remembered classmates that have left us. Awards given out dur-

ing the evening went to Lee Ann Rogers Neelis for the most children, Mitch 

Winfield for the most hair loss, and Jane Freel Smith the Tide award for best 

dressed.  Special thanks to Candy Curtis Faith for again taking the time to 

plan the reunion and make it happen.  We appreciate her work.  Until the 

next reunion in 2014é.Facebook! (Submitted by Ursula Kleber Auger) 

Website: If you havenôt visited the OASAA website, you should, and if you have, look again. Our wonderful 

web guy, Patrick Kondratko, has created a searchable list of all OHS attendees, and heôs even working on add-

ing married names, although that will be a slow process. If you want to help and have the information, take 

your graduating class and make a list of current names for married women, making sure spellings are correct. 

Submit the list at OASAA.org, and weôll enter them as we can.  

Website 


